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A. Comprehension: Realistic Fiction-Read this passage and answer the
questions below.
* * *
Excerpt from Hard Times by Charles Dickens

“Girl number twenty,” said Mr. Gradgrind, squarely pointing with his
square forefinger, “I don't know that girl. Who is that girl?”

“Sissy Jupe, sir,” explained number twenty, blushing, standing up, and
curtseying.

“Sissy is not a name,’
Call yourself Cecilia.”

“It's father as calls me Sissy, sir,’
trembling voice, and with another curtsey.

“Then he has no business to do it,” said Mr. Gradgrind. “Tell him he
mustn't. Cecilia Jupe. Let me see. What is your father?”

“He belongs to the horse-riding, if you please, sir.”

Mr. Gradgrind frowned, and waved off the objectionable calling with
his hand.

“We don't want to know anything about that, here. You mustn't tell us
about that, here. Your father breaks horses, don't he?”

“If you please, sir, when they can get any to break, they do break
horses in the ring, sir.”

“You mustn't tell us about the ring, here. Very well, then. Describe
your father as a horsebreaker. He doctors sick horses, I dare say?”

“Oh yes, sir.”

“Very well, then. He is a veterinary surgeon, a farrier, and

’

said Mr. Gradgrind. “Don't call yourself Sissy.

4

returned the young girl in a

horsebreaker. Give me your definition of a horse.”
(Sissy Jupe thrown into the greatest alarm by this demand.)
“Girl number twenty unable to define a horse!” said Mr. Gradgrind, for

the general behoof of all the little pitchers. “Girl number twenty possessed
of no facts, in reference to one of the commonest of animals! Some boy's
definition of a horse. Bitzer, yours.”

* * *
1. Based on this reading, what best describes Mr. Gradgrind?
a) friendly b) no nonsense
c) comedic d) scared

2. What best describes Sissy?

a) naive b) angry

c) rude d) deaf

3. Using context clues, where do you think this passage takes place?
a) jail b) factory

c) friend’s house d) school

4. Why do you think Mr. Gradgrind first refers to Sissy as “girl number
twenty?”

5. How do you think Mr. Gradgrind feels about horse-riders?
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6. If Sissy’s father works with horses, why might she have had such a hard
time defining one?

7. What is the title of this book, and what can you infer, or guess, about
this book based just on the title?

8. Who is the author of this book? How could knowing about when and where the
author lived help you understand this book?

9. Why would this book be considered Realistic Fiction?

10. Give at least 3 examples of other books that would be considered
Realistic Fiction.

B. Grammar Review: Parts of Speech- define each term and write the word or
words from the sentence below that the term describes.

Mr. Gradgrind frowned and waved off the objectionable calling with his hand.

1. noun

2. example(s) from sentence:

3. verb

4. example(s) from sentence:

5. adjective

6. example(s) from sentence:

7. conjunction

[e¢)

example (s) from sentence:
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