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A. Comprehension: Read this passage and answer the questions below: 
 
It’s a very old saying that a rolling stone gathers no moss. The proverb 
tells us that, if we constantly move about from one place to another and can 
never settle down, we are not likely to make much wealth. Only those stones 
that have long remained in one place become coated with moss. In the same 
manner, men who go on working steadily in the same town or country are most 
likely to become prosperous. 

 

This proverb does not entirely forbid change of place. Although a stone 

gathers no moss when it is rolling, it may nevertheless arrive at a very 

favorable position, where the chances of accumulation of moss are higher. 
Many men have immensely improved their prospects and talents by boldly 

transferring themselves to the distant places. While doing this they may have 
incurred heavy expenses, but they are soon compensated for that expenditure 
by the better opportunities of enriching themselves that they find in their 

new homes. 

 

Some individuals move to distant places, begin to do well and then want to go 

through the same cycle again. This restlessness in them sometimes turns 

favorable and sometimes unfavorable for them. So people who tend to get 

restless at any moment of time should always remember this proverb. 

 
Continual changes of place may be profitable for rogues, whose villainy has 
been detected and who will have a better chance of cheating again in a land 

where they are unknown to the police. An able and honest man has every reason 

to continue to reside where he has established for himself a good reputation 
and is respected by his neighbors. If he recklessly goes to another country, 
he may take a long time to rebuild the reputation like the one he left 

behind. Not only this, he will also lose the advantages, which he derived 

from his local knowledge. He will also get affected in his professional life. 

A lawyer or a doctor has to start from scratch to build the goodwill among 

the people in a new environment. Such are the drawbacks that an honest man 

can face who cannot settle down in one place. 

 

1. What is the main theme of the passage? 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________  

 

2. How is man compared to a rolling stone?  

 

_____________________________________________________________________________  

 

_____________________________________________________________________________  

 

3-4. Write two effects on a rogue if he moves from one place to another. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________  

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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5-10. From the passage, write whether each is true or false. ________________ 
5. Those who move from one place to another are always going to be poor. 

________________ 
6. Those who stay in one place will certainly become wealthy. _______________ 

7. Those who move from one place are most likely rogues. ______________ 

8. Those who prefer to stay in one place are likely to grow prosperous. 

_________________ 

9. The author recommends that doctors and lawyers should not move if they 

have built a reputation. __________________ 

10. According to the author, people who move to distant places and do well 

should continue to move, to be more prosperous. ______________ 

 
B. Vocabulary – Suffix- Make the word using the root word and the suffix and 
use it in the sentence. Some root words may change a little. Memorize their 
spellings: -ate is used to form verbs with the meaning “cause to be” 
 
Frustr- Eradic- Plac- Emul- Fabric Difference 
 

1. The children were able to _____________________ between the male and the 
female peacock by looking at their wings. 

 

2. My uncle’s factory ________________ plastic boats for the local fishing 

dock. 

 

3. The drivers are starting to get _________________ by the long wait in line 

to buy gas. 

 

4. When the angry customer threatened to walk out, the shopkeeper had to 

_______________ her to earn her business. 

 

5. The latest vaccine will ___________________ the new virus that is 

attacking so many kids in the district. 

 

6. My friend’s healthy eating habits are the ones everyone should 

__________________. 

 

Check the dictionary and write their meanings in the same order. 

 

7. _______________________________   8. __________________________________ 

 

9. _______________________________  10. __________________________________ 

 

11. ______________________________  12. __________________________________  

 
C. Grammar – Nouns - Underline the noun(s) in each of these sentences. The 
parentheses indicate the number of nouns in the sentence.  
 
1-4. The boy ate two apples, an orange, and a banana. (4) 

 

5-7. The train on the tracks is going to New Jersey. (3)  

 

8-10. The teacher used the chalk on the board. (3) 

 

11-13. My father wants to take the monkey to the park. (3) 


